Public Library, Newark, N. J. 


FOREWORD wer 1942 


Defense is the word of the hour, and when we become 21 


years of age, a> we are tonight, we are drafted to defend’ 
our country, our community, and our Y.W.C.A. Everyone of us 
is asked to do his or her bit, to help make the Y-W.C.A. a 
strong bulwark in this terrible struggle for democracy the 
world over. The tie between our Central Association and our 
Sojourner Truth Branch grows stronger and so it must be as 
the years ^ go by, until we have built the kind of Y.WsC.A. 
that has always been our ideal, It may not be easy at this 
particular time, for this may be one of the most difficult 
years threugh which we have lived, Life must be adjusted in 
every area, and we must stand united regardless of race, 
color or creed, If we do this, then we can go forward through 
this upheaval of war to presorve the things that have been 
most vital and dear to us. Can we count on you beginning 
tenight to help us build this kind of a Christian world in 
Newark that we would like te seo? | 
Florenee S. Brown 


Chairman 
Braneh Committee 


he 


EXZJU"TIV2 £ECQPTARTZ'Z ACRE 


AS the y2ar 1247 mede its gerad e1vrance we pledged our 
loyalty to tas "317 cuc" policy smnour.cel by President 
Roosevelt, At vhat time we agreed shat social agencies were 
the "great arsenels cf dcnocra2y" because of the value 
placed on mman personality. Furthermowve, wo derided that 
the Sojourner Truth Breuch of the Newark Ycung Women’s 
Christian Association should bo significant as a ‘great ar- 
senal of democracy". — 


We feared the centering of attention on planes, guns 
and bombs would l14sscn the concern cf the state and the na= 
tion for tho less spectacular, less militant phases cf de- 
fense. However, at the end of twelve menths there is an 
awareness of the need for neintaining civilian morale thra 
the normal community life and preparedness for en energencye 
fis Paul V. McNutt has capably stated: "Cormunity action in 
national defense now implies national action for community 
service". 


At the Y.W.C.A. & group of girls gathered around the 
radio listening to the historic address of the President 
following the Pearl Harbor incident. At the close their 
responses were veried but behind words was concern for hus- 
bands, boy fricnds, fathers and brothers who would be drawn 
into this socond attempt to preserve denocracye After, 
a lengthy Giscussion one girl turned to me ond said, "You 
have a bigger job than you've evor had before," Is this not 
nn indication that tho growing insecurity in personal life, 
nust be net with security in group life? ae 


How then has the Sojournor Truth Branch attonpted to be 
en "ursenel of donocracy" - providing that needed group Se- 
curity? 


In the first place, in tho Y.W.C.A. we consider the 
present onergency progran and defense activities as lengthen- 
od shadows of a good Y.W.C.AÀ. progron. Hours and conditions 
of work, weges, nutrition, religious emphases, leadership 
development, health,  consuner education, democratic proce- 
dure, interraciel end intornetional antcrests were as in- 
portant to us 1952 as they will bo in 1942. 


Perhaps tho greatest attention has bcen contcreü - 
on jobs for Negro girls amc wonon, Xe do not have an enuploy- 
ment bureau at the Branch so our progran was not one of re- 
cruiting and placement but of a long range educational char- 


acter. We have participated in conferences of local and 


2e 


state wide intorest, have intorviewed employnent officials - 
end personnel directors and, where advisable, contacts have 
been made by letter. 


With the large turn cver in clerical and secretarial 
positions we sought that as a new fielà to be tried by num -~ 
bers of Negro girls. A group of business girls net irregu - 
larly to exchange experiences in securing employment and on 
the job. Most of the girls were in clerical positions but 
were over-worked end underpaid. 


As the year closes the Industrial Committee is not giv- 
ing itself the traditional pat-on-the-back nor is it dis- 
couraged. Some placements have been made due to our efforts, 
. sona have been made because other agencies are working in 
the sane fiold, and some were made because of the Presidents 
Executive Order. We are most concerned about those places 
where no inroads have been nede because "the tine is not 
ripe", 


After eight months one employer returnod to say he had 
decided to give us a trial. Today our young people are mak- 
ing god in that factory. This is encouraging and also as- 
sures us thet all other omployers and personnel managers 
visited remerber that we were there. 


Because a large number of Negro girls are trained in 
the Y.W.C.4. Secretarial School and no responsibility has 
been assumed for their placement we have worked together in 
the interest of these students, This remains an important 
item on our 1942 agenda. 


Negro porters and maids have been a part of the Staff 
at Central but it was in 1941 that we saw a position in the 
Business Office filled by a Negro woman and a Negro girl em- 
ployed in the Health Eéucetion Department as pianist. 


Because we were able to stimulate interest on the part 
of a menber of the Netional Boa rd three Negro girls hae 
been added to. the clerical staff at the National Board in 
New York City. . One of these girls isa graduate of the 
Newark Y.W.C.A. Secretarial School. 


Furthernore, the Industrial Oonmittees of Central and - 
the Branch have cooperated throughcut the year. They Are. 
pace sctters for the rest of the Association in this réspecte — ` 


The recruiting of members and the development of leader- 
ship are essential to the l#¥fe and growth of the Branch. Our 
goal of 500 members was excbeded by 56. From this new group 
we recruited committee mcmbers, club leaders and program 
specialists. A definite program is conducted for their edu- 
cation. Through monthly committee meetings, &àdwisor's^train- 
ing courses, general membórship programs, intor-Association 
get-togethers, Committee Day and the Fall Setting up Con- 
ference, the members receive an understanding of our organi- 
zational structure, our method of procedure, a fecling of 
participation and a sense of responsibility for the develop- 
ment of the Branch. 


Important features of our program are the summer and 
mid-winter confcrences for club members. Two Girl Reserves 
and a leader attended the Summer Conference at Sloan Lake, 
Connecticut. Two members of our adult clubs attended the 
Industrial Conference at Summit Lako. Three delegates at- 
tended the National Negro Youth Conference held in Washing- 
ton, D. C. in the Fall. UNE 


The organization of an Adult Inter Club Council in Oct- 
ober has worked toward unifying our club program. Community 
lcadors have been invited to discuss current problems with 
the group. Council mombcrs are coopereting with important 
groups at Central and in the city. 


While the organization of the Council represents an im- 
portant achievement in our program the Adult Clubs lack the 
leadership necessary to make thom the effcctive units they 
could bo. This resolves itself into the old, old story 
of inadequate staff. 


Our program with younger girls hes been outstending for 
its Service Clinics, Stay-at-Home Camp and Camp Ironsides. 


The Service Clinics conductcd in tho spring by members 
of the Girl Hescrvo Committec provided opportunitics for 
club members to discuss personal problems involving school, 
home, church and religion, parents, vocational guidencc, 
health and boy friends. Becausc this committee is composed 
of women cngaged in these various fields bhcir services wore 
invaluable. The seminars held in conaection with the 
clinics guided the leaders and give thom an opportunity to 
present problems they discovered in their interviows. 


The project lessened tho gap between club and  committco 
members, e situetion that hes long needed remedying. 
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With the same emthusiasm the Girl Reserve Comittee se- 
cured the support of the entire Branch in "Y's a Poppin" -. 
their Carp Ironsides benefit.  Dignifiod comuittec wonon for- 
got thonsclvos and beeame actresses for a night. None of 
the patrons asked for refunds an2 the goal of the committee 
was reached. 


For the first time in a number of years our Girl Re- 
serve Secretary was on a full tine contract and we are able 
to carry a summer program for school girls. An excellent 
piece of work wes dono, Thirty-five girls participated in å 
daily progran including music, dranatics, crafts, swinning, 
hiking and trips led by a group of college trained wonen, 


Camp Ironsides, a project sponsored by the Y.W.C.A.'S 
of Orange, Montclair, and Newark, received 72 campers fron 
Sojourner Truth Branch. To our great sorrow we were forced 
to turn girls away. Increased emmloynent, the Newark News 
Fresh Aid Fund and the growing interest in camping are ro- 
sponsible for this successful season, 


The entire war situation is clcsoly allied to our in- 
interest in the participation cf women in the total life 
cf Newark. Today modern warfare is broucht to cur doorsteps 
end it cives women an added responsibility. In World Wer I 
wonen sewed, knitted and made bandagcs,. In 1942 these act- 
ivities are being supplemented by air raid wardens, first 
eid and hono nursing assistants, canteen workers, motor 
corps units, plone spottcrs end pilots. The increase in 
enmploynent has drawn women from the hone into tho factory 
and as older men are enlle into service more wonen will be 
needec. This shifting of man powcr will create opportuni- 
tios for Negro women both as volunteers and as paid workers. 


Through the Public Affairs Comnittce we have cffered 
Rod Cross First Aid training, foruis and discussion on city 
and county covernnent a study of the nigreut worker in New 
Jorsoy, amd informaticn on tho part cf the consumer in de- 
fensec, These groups have  stinulated interest and request 
for more have cone fron nonbors, 


During the year joint mectings promoted by sub con- 
nittoes have been held with other Branches in this area, 
House Ccunittoes have gotten together to discuss ccnnon pro- 
blens and plan ways of working then out, They have been in- 
spirational for all who have participated and have led to 
increased interest in cther phases of the programs of the 
Branches. 


Se 


Recontly the Branch Industrial Comittee initiated a 
scries of meetings with all Industrial Committees in Now 
Jersey invited, They hope through this joint endeavor to 
encourage other connisttees to tackle local problems and to 
exchange techniques. 


5ho Féuesation Committes is »rcnotinc cood will between 
the Churches ard the Brench. This is being done by inter- 
viewing ministers, using them as speakers and also inviting 
the Choire to cp»oar as guests on cur vesper programs. The 
YoWeGeke in turn has provided speakers and discussion group 
leaders for church groupse Barly in 1942 an infornal religi- 
ous cduention series prepared fcr adolosceonts will cive us 
a link with the Sunday Schools and youth groups in the 
Churches. 


The House and Finance  Conaittoe have worked cilicontly 
fo keep the building clean, attractive and in repair, Our 
own clubs, classes, committees, partics, dances, vespers, 
foruns and musicals in addition to 19 private sroups and 54 
community groups have tekem thcir toll on floor coverings, 
furniture and kitchon cquipnent. To supolonont the lack of 
funds to cover dctericration several successful cvents were 
sponsored during the years Money reccived from rentals, the 
Paln Sunday Breakfast, the Popularity Contest, the Hostess 
Dinner end other smaller ondoavors wes used "c paint the 
first ond second floors, to purchase 66 folding chairs, a 
kitchen table, dishes and linens, end so - through our en- 
deevors to understand and root the '"neods of our constituents, 
end to cooperate with constructive comunity projects wo are 
helping to meet this major crisis. 


In all our undcrtekincs volunteers have worked side by 
side with the Staff. Had it not been for the Branch Cone 
nittee under the leadership of Mrs. Willien E. Brown and the 
cne hundred wonem who served on sub committees this report 
would not be possible, 


Wo are grateful to the Works Progress Adninistration 
and the Netional Youth adninistration for the ycung women, 
they have essirnod to us, We are particularly grateful for 
Miss Ethol Raney who has kept us singing at 20 Jones Street 
end 53 Washington Street. 


We are undergoing some staff changes. Mrse Landonia 
Marrow, Girl Reserve Secretary for four years, was succeeded 
Septenber l, 1941 by Miss Lois Lenubert of York, Ponnsylvanis, 
Mrs. Gertrude Bailcy who has been cur clorical worker for 
three years will be succeeded by Miss Olivia Roberts, 
on January 15, 1942, 


Be 


Roth Mrs. Marrow ang Mrs. Bailey eie devoting their vime 
to hore rid Zenily-. 


The present status of the Branch, its resogniticn and 
leadersalp in the community and the democratic processes with- 
in the Y.U.2.... itself would not be possible without she sup- 
port of ihe Board of Trustees of which Mrs. Edward E. Rhodes, 
is Presiŭent, 


We are sure there is no other General Secretary who 
rates the respect and confidences that the Clubs, Committoes, 
Branch Committee and Staff hold for our Miss Elisabeth Rogers. 


The cooperation of the Staff and all departments at 
Central has made it possible far us to increase our joint- 
activities. As ho international situation gains momoitum 
thoro is an increased need for a unified approach to all pro- 
blons affecting women and girls, 


With 1941 now a part of history we face 1942 with confi- 
dence. We do not know what new prcolons the year will bring 
but 21 years of experience frcm ihe days of southern nigra- 
tion to World War II have prepared tho Branch for SERVICE. 


For the recent Lester Granger Luncheon the topic was 
"After Defense - Wuet?". This subject was selected because 
now is the time to plan for ths future. In 1943 it may not 
be possible to assemble end reviov the work of the year just 
beginning, It matters not if she building still stands at 
20 Jones Stroct for we have the assurance that our idels 
will not crumble but through air raids. bombings, defeats and 
victories there will be leid foundations for now "arsenals of 


democracy". 
^5 M jus d " 
hary kod tk haak 


Mary /Rlizebeth Wood 
ExecWtive Secretary 


GIRL RESERVE DEPARTMENT - 

Sojourner Truth is 2l years of age today, and is 
expected now to be able to shoulder many more and heavier 
responsibilities. But for a long time she has been aware of 
her responsibilities and has opened wider and wider her 
doors in service to her family and friends, 

War, the wrath of the age is upon her now as it is upon 
every hemlet, city, state and nation of the world. The speed- 
up of defense produe^ion and the raft for men with its dis- 
integration influcnée on our homes and family relationship 
is hitting the American home life as hard and as distinctive- 
ly as bombs from plane over Manila. 

The YaW,CsAs 48 a stronghold for its members and 
friends and is expected to do and dre for peace and help 
where it can sorve vest in the crisis, 

The hour hend of time points to the place of our pre- 
sent day youth for aftcr tho wer is onded these teon-agers 
will be 21 &nd upon thoir shoulders will rest the various 
chores of making peace an enduring reality. Thus we build 
now with our yout’: for tho future that we as Christians be- 
lieve will bring penco on earth. 

F pecially in reference to tho growing girls of our 
femily between 10 to 18 years of age we have 4 special re- 
sponsibility. First of all the quality of our leadership 


must be equal to the tasks that the crisis demands of it. 
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Despite tho good fact thet our leadership is voluntecr we 
must maintain ^ leadership group that con help our youth to 
understend the backgreund of the crisis and help them to 
find where they can best sorvo now and at the same time be 
preparing for the futures The family ties of Sojourner 
Truth must be drawn more tightly, including es meny of our 
frionds as we can possibly reach near and fare 

Even though war turns back the clock of civilization 
our girls and women by whom the Girl Reserve Department is 
made and for whom it exist, still have their normal physical, 
mental, spiritual and social adjustments to makes, In these 
areas personal and group devolopuent inflation is setting in 
due to the stress and strain of the times. Thus it is our 
task to aid in providing channels of expression that will 
absorb the surplus energy and guide it to its bottor end. 

Our progran is dividod into the following groups:  con- 
nittces, clubs, classes, confcrenccs, councils, caup and 
special events, 

Tho caub*s program is the major conecrn of the depert- 
mont as it reaches every girl amd finds her interests and 
helps to provide for her a chance to express herself as an 
individuel personality, as a nuenbor of her club group, and 
of the Girl Reserve Department, end of the Y.WeCeA. Various 


interest groups that have grown out cf the club program aro: 
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music, drematics, and arts anc erefts, ésecivities of equal 
importance thet have developed tuvevgh club groups are: vo= 
cational, health, porsenality anc health, aiscussions, 
dances, socials, partics anc trips, Now horizons of things 
to do are opened up where girls frou various sections and 
environnents get together and exchange ideas, thus the clubs 
send delegates to Mid-Winter and Sumer Conference and carp. 
During the past yeer classes have been conducted in tap 
dancing, swiming end gymnasium activities, Health examina- 
tions and follow-ups have been carricd out through fhe 
health education progrem. Our health education progran is 
before us for study and evaluation and hes ovory possibility 
cf offering a fullcr progran of events fcr tho new year. 
Standing out as landmarks of 1941 ere: 
The Service Clinic conducted by the Girl Reserve 
Comittee. 
Y's a Poppin’ 
Mother and Daughter Obscrvonoc 
Tap Dance Recital 
Stay-At-hote Carp 
Cnristuas Celebration 
Tna cooperation that lead to the success of these 


events was due to the united interest cf the club advisors, 


tho girls and tho Girl Reserve Cemmittce and ovr community”  — 


of fricnds,. 
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Our participation in the Inver Garp Association sponsor- 
ing Canp Ironsides reached e high eub of successe this year 
which points to the fact that our Y.W.C.£Z. organization and 
corzQunity is beconing cerp conscicus. 

We can be gratcful to Miss Mory E. Wood, Executive Sec- 
retary and Mrs. Pansy Anderson anc Mrs. Carrie E. Powell the: 
Co-Cheirnen of the Girl Reserve Departnent, the Girl Reserve 
Committee, the advisors and Mrs. Landonia Marrow, the Girl 
Reserve Scerctary until Septenber 1941 for their interest 
and guidance in the work of the departuont, Thoro is a 
bright future bofore us for every leder has reported to her 
post for duty already for 1942 and the couragecus spirit of 
Sojourner Truth is before us. 


Sincerely yours, 


Lois Leubort 


347322173 271,7 .7]1] 7. 2 J7Y31U 17] UL17TJ 
(Jam. l, 1941-Dec. ol, 1941) 
inclusive 


Active members January 1, 1941 382 


New members during year: 


Electors Associates Juniors Guest  Ciub 


January 6 6 5 
February 9 10 6 1 
March 44 28 5 3 
April 40 26 7 4 
May 3 4 x 3 ie 
June 5 
July l l 
August 
September 6 5 3 1 
Octobor 6 14 5 L 
November 4 7 2 
De cemb er Il 2 3 
Totals 120 108 35 12 2 
Renewals during year: 3 70 
Renewals during year (efter three months period) 69 
Expirations during yoar: 150 
Total membership Jenuary 1 - December 31, 1941 936 
Active memborship January 1, 1942 459 
r | r3 oN 
FINANCIAL S STATEMENT 
1941. 
Z^eccipts Expenses 
General Administration --------- $ 775.87 $ 4028.61 
Building Maintcnance ------.----.- 505,57 2505,11 
Girls ---------------------------- 40.91 1839.34 
Totals $ 1531.55 8173.06 


Camp Ironsides: Membership Fee $ 100.00 
Fee for 72 
Campers 1354-95 Total $ 1454.95 


COMPARATIVE MEMBERSHIP CHART 


. . 1958 - Enrollment for year - 257 
ca 1959 — Enrollment for year =- 305 Er 
LRAT PAAR . 1940 - Enrollment for year - 446 
eso. Ll94l - Enrollment for year =- 556 


Noto: This chart represonts those women, girls and guest members who 


peid the membership fec. 
Juno Jul Auges | Sopt. ect. No’ Deo, 


har. Apr. Ma 


SPRING P PARADE OF EVENTS 


January 14 - March 11 


Annual Membership Enroliment 


February 4 - Wednesday - 2:00 - 4:00 P. M. 
Consumcr*s Education Class (10 weéks) 
Red Cross First Aid - 7330 - 9:30 P. M. 
(12 weeks) 
Sewing Class + 7:2- - 10:00 P. M. 
( Continuous to July 1st) 
February 22 - Sunday - 3:50 P. M. 
Coed Inter Council Forum - Court St., Y.M.C.A. 
February 29 - Thursday - 7:80 ~ 11:30 A. M. 


Good Neighbcr Ficgta 
(Sponsored by Bdueaticn Committee) 


Music - Letin àncrican Food - Entertdinment 
March ll - Close cf Monbership Enrolinent 


March 13 - i la 
CAMP TR TRONS IDES BZNEFIT 


"y's A Poppiar’ Age in xi 
| (Sponsored by Girl Roserve- Some) 


Fridey Herok io, 1942 


.besorve a peat now!! 22 


March 14 & 15 - Girl Reserve Mid Wintcr Conference 
hacxensack, N. e 


March 20 - 8:00 FP. M. 
Kiddies Fashign Show (House Comittee} 


“anne 


T rudi -+ Pula Sunday Pepaktan 
pas tee Day” 


P 


